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Morris	
  County	
  Children’s	
  Home,	
  1882-­1974	
  
	
  
The	
  Morris	
  County	
  Children’s	
  Home	
  was	
  incorporated	
  December	
  6,	
  1881,	
  by	
  
the	
  Morris	
  County	
  Charities	
  Aid	
  Association.	
  The	
  Home	
  was	
  begun	
  to	
  remove	
  
pauper	
  children,	
  ages	
  3-­‐16,	
  from	
  the	
  nearby	
  County	
  Alms	
  House,	
  where	
  they	
  
had	
  been	
  lodged	
  with	
  adults.	
  The	
  facility	
  operated	
  until	
  1929,	
  at	
  which	
  point	
  
placement	
  with	
  foster	
  families	
  became	
  the	
  preferred	
  social	
  norm.	
  Narratives	
  
of	
  the	
  day	
  describe	
  it	
  as	
  the	
  first	
  program	
  of	
  its	
  kind.	
  	
  
By	
  1933	
  the	
  few	
  remaining	
  children	
  in	
  care	
  were	
  housed	
  on	
  Mt	
  Kemble	
  
Avenue	
  and	
  the	
  program	
  oversight	
  handled	
  from	
  the	
  offices	
  of	
  Family	
  
Services	
  of	
  Morris	
  County,	
  Park	
  Place,	
  both	
  in	
  Morristown.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  building	
  in	
  Hanover/Parsippany*	
  subsequently	
  served	
  the	
  National	
  
Youth	
  Administration	
  (NYA),	
  Alcoholics	
  Anonymous	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  home	
  for	
  the	
  
elderly.	
  It	
  was	
  an	
  empty,	
  condemned	
  structure	
  when	
  it	
  burned	
  down	
  October	
  
30,	
  1959.	
  The	
  small	
  cemetery	
  in	
  which	
  some	
  Home	
  residents	
  were	
  buried	
  
was	
  “rediscovered”	
  and	
  restored	
  by	
  the	
  community	
  in	
  the	
  1960s.	
  The	
  “Little	
  
Lost	
  Cemetery”,	
  as	
  it	
  is	
  known,	
  is	
  currently	
  maintained	
  by	
  Fire	
  District	
  #6,	
  
Parsippany,	
  on	
  whose	
  property	
  the	
  plot	
  is	
  found.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  Morris	
  County	
  Children’s	
  Home	
  finally	
  dissolved	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  1970s,	
  
under	
  the	
  leadership	
  of	
  their	
  last	
  chairman,	
  Rev.	
  Thomas	
  S.	
  Mutch	
  (Rector,	
  
Presbyterian	
  Church,	
  Morristown,	
  1936-­‐1966).	
  
	
  
**Parsippany	
  Twp	
  formed	
  in	
  1923,	
  before	
  which	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  section	
  of	
  Hanover	
  
Twp.	
  
	
  
	
  
Enclosed	
  are:	
  
1883	
  statistics	
  of	
  cost	
  and	
  residents,	
  NJ	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Industrial	
  Statistics,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Annual	
  Report,	
  vol.	
  6,	
  1884	
  
1883-­‐1884	
  	
  NJ	
  Dept	
  of	
  Health	
  death	
  statistics,	
  Morris	
  Cty,	
  including	
  children	
  
1885-­‐1920,	
  US	
  and	
  NJ	
  censuses,	
  Children’s	
  Home	
  
1887,	
  map,	
  Alms	
  House	
  and	
  Children’s	
  Home,	
  Hanover	
  Twp	
  
1959,	
  Oct.	
  31st,	
  Daily	
  Record,	
  p.	
  1,	
  “Spectacular	
  Blaze	
  Guts	
  Mansion…”	
  
“Morris	
  County	
  Children’s	
  Home,”	
  None	
  Outsings	
  Parsippany,	
  pp	
  195-­‐200	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (Parsippany,	
  NJ:	
  Daily	
  Record,	
  1976)	
  
Cemetery,	
  list	
  of	
  known	
  burial,	
  Genealogical	
  Society	
  of	
  NJ,	
  vol	
  50,	
  no	
  25	
  
Deed,	
  transfer	
  of	
  Wharton	
  property	
  willed	
  to	
  Children’s	
  Home	
  (1936)	
  by	
  Ann	
  
Flartey,	
  from	
  dissolved	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees,	
  1974	
  
Obituary,	
  Rev.	
  Thomas	
  S.	
  Mutch	
  
Tax	
  maps,	
  2009,	
  Parsippany	
  Fire	
  District	
  #6,	
  cemetery	
  Lat: 40°52'02"N, Lon: 
74°25'01"W 
 

http://mcl.mainlib.org/scan/childrens_stats.pdf
http://mcl.mainlib.org/scan/childrens_census.pdf
http://mcl.mainlib.org/scan/childrens_fire.pdf
http://mcl.mainlib.org/scan/childrens_history.pdf
http://mcl.mainlib.org/scan/mutch.pdf
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Two statements in the (Parsippany) Historic Site Survey, site 1458-129, about the 
Children’s Home, cannot be confirmed. 
1) There is no evidence of a scarlet fever epidemic in Hanover in 1883. Rockaway 
Twp (mining community) had 16 child deaths that year, scarlet fever. Deaths in 
Hanover are due to croup and diptheria. 
2) NJ State Library (Deborah Mercer) finds no evidence of a state order to close 
the Children’s Home, ca 1928-1929, in reports of the NJ Dept of Institutions and 
Agencies, 1923-1933.  Quite the reverse: 
“The Morris County Children’s Home near Boonton is organized in accordance 
with modern methods of child care, with a trained social worker as the executive 
and with a field worker who is trained for service in child care and placement.”  
(p.26) 
County and state welfare work in New Jersey: including a directory of public 
welfare institutions (1929) 
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Rev Thos Mutch, pastor  Morristown Presbyterian Church, 1936-1966. See obituary, died Jam 9. 1993 
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Miss Flartey left land in Wharton to 
Children's Home. Had she been on 
staff there?




